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summary

Evaluation of Public Spaces as Catalyst
for Urban Regeneration

Seo, Soo Jeong
Ko, Eun Jeong

This research has been created against the backdrop of local government test
projects and regeneration strategies not effectively revitalising local cities which have

declined due to the sprawl phenomenon and industrial structure changes.

Over the last few years the local government regeneration project has been
promoting ‘support law for urban regeneration’ , ‘special law for revitalisation of local
market and retail shops’ (promoted by the Small and Medium Business Administration)
and a project on ‘urban redevelopment by urban and housing regeneration law’. The
project led by Local government law and the Small and Medium Business
Administration is focused on making facilities for public convenience, such as road side
tree arrangements, parking lots, resting facilities and toilets for the public. This can
be understood as a regeneration strategy which brings visitors and reinvigorates the
local economy. On the other hand, city environment improvement and redevelopment
projects are focused on repairing facilities which are led by the private sector.

However, these projects are not providing a holistic solution to the urban regeneration.

Therefore the aim of this research is to suggest the necessity for a leading project
to revitalise inner cities. This was based on the recognition of problems from

limitations on past projects which focused on improvements to facilities which were

- summary -



only effective in the short term and lacked foresight, so were not effective in
revitalising the cities. The aim is also to suggest the importance of keeping public
spaces that will promote social and economic regeneration and to suggest political

solutions which will lead to the gradual spread of urban regeneration.

This research analyses the status of public space arrangement that has been
promoted by local government, then draws conclusions from the limitations and
problems which allows it to suggest potential solutions for effective policies. To
analyse the project, we set up physical, social and economic indexes, for each of them
we did field work, interviewed relevant people and conducted surveys of retailers and

visitors.

The results of the analysis show problems with urban regeneration project by local
government. Firstly, they are promoting disposable and standardized projects not
promoting projects based on holistic and systemic strategy and space planning.
Secondly, the projects are lead by government administration so they do not encourage
citizen’s participation. Thirdly, public space planning projects are promoted without
considering the connection to the surrounding area so they do not show the social,

cultural and economic function.

Despite these problems public space can be the foundation for inner city regeneration



and the projects effect can be maximised when governance systems are supported by
locals and non—profit organisations. Also it proves that promoting the project
systemically by having a long term master plan makes the most for inner city

revitalization.

Based on analyses of these results we suggest three ground rules as a solution for
inner city revitalization through the public space. First, promote the project by having
a holistic strategy. Second, leadership should be diverted from government to the local
community. Third, establish governance systems using a variety of people and promote

lasting, long term projects.

These three rules suggest, central government operate a financial support
programme, dimensional city plan scheme for various public space arrangements and
supporting the main organisation for continuous management and monitoring of public

space.

This research started arranging public spaces for revitalising declined inner city as
a key point and based on recognition of this can be extended to repair of individual land
unit project of block unit, but there was limitation to analyse the holistic result because
internal inner regeneration project has run only for few years. However it made a

significant contribution to show public space can support the inner city revitalization

- summary -



and there are different results depending on the promotion methods and strategies.

To analyse the project results, we draw a physical, social and economic index, but
there were no basic documents which grasped the current status, so we had to depend
on the the results of interview and survey. Through this we have proved that setting

up DB and using it is very important for inner city regeneration.

Suggestions from this report are very general, therefore various solutions need to be
made depending on situation and potential of local government. Also establish holistic
strategy to actualise lasting inner city regeneration. A reorganisation study is currently
in progress relating to province regeneration as part of a national R&D project, so this

report can be used as a basic resource.
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